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TO THE WORTHY 


MEMBER 8 


OF THE VERY VENERABLE 


Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


T having been our misfortune to ſee 
the day when, in a neighbouring de- 
luded and diſtracted country, the ſenti- 
ments and practices of Atheiſts are avowed 
and applauded, and the very Being of a 
ſuperintending Providence has not only 
been called in queſtion, but publicly de- 
nied, it ſeems more than ordinarily re- 
quiſite, that we, who call ourſelves Chriſ- 
tians, and defire to approve ourſelves ſuch 
in deed and in truth, ſhould embrace every 
proper opportunity of teſtifying the ſted- 
faſtneſs of our faith, and the ſincerity of 
our profeſſion. | 
At what an eaſy expence of time and 
trouble this may be done, the followin 
pages will fully declare. The Eſſay 
which in a ſomewhat different form pre- 


PR ſents 
— 


—— 


=p R % —T:'ũü,„1é%.y ũ auöñ W 
: 
1 
: 


| 
þ 
| 


— 


( ir 1 
ſents itſelf to your patronage, was drawn 
up more than half a century ago, by a 
very exemplary pariſh prieſt, Dr. William 
Bejt. Many copies of it have been diſ- 
tributed by the Society, but it has, for 
ſome time, been out of print. It was 
chiefly intended for the uſe and benefit 
of his own pariſhioners; and therefore 
had many local obſervations, which had 
an immediate reference to their ſituation 
and circumſtances. But it was alſo found 
to contain admonitions of general uſe, 
and of the higheſt importance. T heſe 
have been ſelected with care, and only 
altered ſo far as to render them more 
ſuitable to the nature of a general ex- 


" hortation to the Members of the Church 


of England at large, than the fami- 
liar addreſs of a paſtor to his own con- 
gregation. 

We are all equally included in the ad- 


vice which is here offered: The higheſt 


orders of men and women in our Charch, 
inſtead of being exempted from the ex- 
erciſe of daily public prayer by their ex- 
alted ſtation, are more loudly called upon 
than others to be conſtant in their obſery- 
ance of this duty. Many and great are 
the bleſſings which demand their thankful 
acknow- 
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acknowledgments; many and great are 
the temptations, to which their ſituation 
in the world expoſes them. It was ad- 
mirable advice, and very comprehenſive; 
* In the day of proſperity be raid; and 
in the day of adverſity conſider. A due 
regard to this admonition would induce 
perſons in every condition of life to com- 
ply with the requiſitions of this pious 
and uſeful Eflay : He, who, in the time 
of proſperity, is afraid leſt he fall, will 
be'inſtant in prayer to Him, who alone 
can enable him to ſtand: And he, who 
in the hour of his adver/ity, is induced 
to conſider from whom the ſtroke cometh, 
will naturally betake himſelf to that Al- 
mighty Being, who by His Providence 
ordereth all things in heaven and earth ; 
he will fly for comfort to that merciful 
and compaſſionate Father of all, who 
chaſteneth us only for our benefit, that 
He may bring us to Himſelf. | 

The public duties, which our Church 
particularly enjoins, are ſuch, as no con- 
dition of pre-eminence ought to induce 
us to decline, and ſuch as no ſituation, 
however low, and however occupied, is 
juſtified in diſregarding. The attendance 
on them, where there is a willing mind, 
| a | may 


l 
may be ſo contrived, as neither to inter- 
fere with neceſſary labour, nor with rea- 
ſonable amuſement. 

It would not be difficult to point out 
to you the example of a Perſonage, who 
has a greater weight of duties, a greater 
burthen of cares, a greater variety of 
earthly concerns upon his mind, than any 
other individual amongſt us; who. never= 
theleſs ſuffers neither buſineſs nor any 
other avocation to prevent his f ad- 
dreſſes to the Majeſty of Heaven, for 
pardon and peace; for grace and direc- 
tion; for the welfare of his people; and: 
for his own and others' preſent and fu- 
ture happineſs.— After this, let no ex- 
cuſes be made for the neglect of our daily: 
Service: Surely no plea of buſineſs or 
neceſſary hindrance could be fo. reaſon- 
ably. urged, as where every ſuch. plea is. 
waved ; every other conſtderation being 
made to bend to a prevailing ſenſe of re- 
bgious duty. 

It is earneſtly hoped, that on a review 
of the following pages, they will be 
judged by our Society not leſs likely, 
than in their former ſtate, to promote 
the good purpoſe, for which this Eſſay 
was originally compoſed. 
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18 
The inconſiderable alterations which 
the work has undergone have only been 
made with a view to render it more ap- 
plicable to the preſent times, and to the 
critical ſituation in which we ſtand. 
May the Divine Bleſſing accompany 


the uſe of it; that the Name of Gop 


may be hallowed; His Service may be 
frequented ; the Chriſtian Church may 
be edified ; and the bliſsful employment 
of Saints and Angels may be begun on 
earth, to be continued throughout the 
ages of eternity in heaven. 


* 
I am, 
My Chriſtian Brethren,, 


your moſt obedient ſervant, 


and faithful fellow-labourer, 


June 24, Tue EDITOR. 
1794. 
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More eſpecially thoſe reſiding in London and Weſtminſice, 
and all other Cities and Market-Towns, 


HE duties of private and public Prayer 
naturally reſult from our conviction of 
the Being and Providence of God. With the 
laſt of theſe duties only, is my preſent con- 
cern: and no further am I concerned with 
it, than, as led by the deſign of this Addreſs, 
to enquire how often it is to be performed. 
An Addreſs is here made to the profeſſed 
members of the eſabliſbed Church; and there 
fore it is highly reaſonable that her ſenſe of 
this matter ſhould meet with a ſpecial regard 
from them ; what that is, appears from her 
appoint- 
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-appointment of a daily Service ; which, re- 
quiring a daily celebration from her Miniſ- 
ters, muſt be conſtrued to imply the daily 
attendance of the People upon it. And that 
ſhe expects this, is plain, from the reaſon 
ſhe aſligns for giving previous notice of the 
time for public worſhip by the toll of a bell. 
The reaſon, in the very words of the Ru- 
brie, is, that the People may come to hear 
Cod*s word, and to pray with the Miniſter. 
And Oren to the Order for Morning 
and Evening Prayer, prefixed to the Ser- 
vice, ſuch prayer is to be daily /aid and u/ed 
throughout the year; the former of theſe 
words referring to the Miniſter, and the 
latter to the People. 

Such is the provifion made by our church 
for public devotion; a provifion, upon which 
at may not be amiſs to make a general reflec- 
tion or two, before I proceed farther upon 
any ſubject. 

Firſt then, Hereby ſhe has ſhewn.a due 
compliance with thoſe {cripture-commands, 
that require us to be 2½%ant in prayer, to 
pray without ceaſing, and the like. Com- 
mands, which every member of the Church 
(fo far as they relate to public worſhip) may 
fairly be ſaid to comply with, who is dili- 
gent in embracing the ſeveral opportunities 
with which Aulbortiy has furniſhed him of 
Joining in it. For as the daily morning and 
evening ſacrifice amongſt the Jews, obtained 
the name of a con/inual ſacrifice, though 
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offered up but twice a day; by parity of 
reaſon, and with the ſame propriety, daily 
morning and evening prayer, our ſpiritual 
ſacrifice, deſerves the name of a continual 
ſervice. Agreeable to which conſtruction, 
what is ſaid of Cornelius, that he prayed to 
God always, may reaſonably be underſtood 
of his praying unto him at every return of 
the ſtated hour for it. 

By this appointment, our Church reaches 
out to us opportunities of conſtantly offering 
our devotions in public toGod ; without giv- 
ing up either our civil or our religious liber- 
ties; and without ſubjecting us to the temp- 
tations of a monaftic life. So juſt a regard 
has ſhe preſerved for every thing good and 
commendable in the Romiſh worſhip: at 
the ſame time guarding againſt the ſuper- 
ſtitions and idolatries of it. She has pro- 
vided us with the means of having an ned 
converſation where we ought to have it, 
daily in heaven; without denying ourſelves 
a friendly intercourſe with our fellow-inha- 
bitants of the earth. And to render it a 
Joint and rational ſervice, ſhe has expreſsly 
required it to be performed in a Kknowr 
tongue. 

No man therefore preſumes to charge the 
Church of England with neglecting to fur- 
niſh her members with ſufficient opportunt-. 
tres of ſerving God in the congregation. It 
were greatly to be wiſhed, theſe opportuni- 


ties were to any tolerable degree embraced : 
B 2 * 
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But alas! ſo far is this from being the caſe, 
that they are ſhamefully neglected ; and 
perhaps no where more ſo, conſidering the 
numbers of their inhabitants, than iin great 
and populous cities and towns: And that al- 
moſt as much by one /ex as by the other ; 
even by that ſex which may generally be al- 


lowed to have more leiſure to give attend- 


ance than the other; and yet both of them, 
I will venture to fay, might find more than 
either of them gives. Indeed this abſence 
from the public worſhip, upon week-days, 

is become ſo great, that a ſtranger to our 
Church muſt be ready to conclude one of 
theſe two things; either that no ſuch ap- 
pointment had ever been made by her for 


the devotions of her people, or that few of 


them knew any thing of 1t; ſince ſo few, 
even of the ſerious and well- diſpoſed part 
of them, ever attend upon 1t.—And' yet 
ſurely there are none amongſt us profeſſing 
themſelves of our communion, ſo groſsly ig- 
norant as not to know, that the Service of 
the Church of England is a DAILY Service. 
What apology perſons of leiſure will make 
for this neglect, I cannot ſay ; they are ſo 
habituated to it, that very ſeldom, I am 
afraid, do they ever think of it as any neg- 
lect of duty: An attendance many of them 
have never been uſed to whilſt young, and 
therefore it 1s not to be expected they ſhould 
uſe themſelves to it when grown up to riper 
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to it from their youth, there would have 
been room to have expected ſuch a daily 
appearance in the houſe of God, as might 
have kept the Order of our Church ſome- 
what in countenance at leaſt, though it 
ſhould not meet with a thorough compli- 
ance with 1t. 

This neglect could not be ſo general, were 
men but duly watchful to lay hold of ſuch 
opportunities as fairly offer themſelves; ſuch 
opportunities, I mean, as are beſt ſuited to 
their worldly convenience, of which all in 
their turns have a reaſonable, it not an 
equal, ſhare. | 

Thus, for inſtance, at a time when ne- 
ceſſary buſineſs may deprive Maſters of fa- 
milies of leiſure to attend; either the M 
trefſes, or the Relations, or other members 
of the family, might find and make uſe of 
it: or, incaſe Parents cannot, without great 
hindrance to their domeſtic affairs, come 
conſtantly themſelves; ſurely they might 
ſupply their own occaſional abſence by the 
attendance of their Chi/dren; ſome at one 
time, and ſome at another. 

And were this a ſettled practice in pa- 
riſhes, ſeldom would there be a celebration 
of the daily Service, either morning or even- 
ing, at which one at leaft in every family 
would not be preſent. And as the bleſſing 
of God upon the daily work of families is 
reaſonably to be expected from the daily 
devotions of them; by means of this work, 
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and by means of theſe devotions, every in- 


- dividual member would contribute his pro- 


Portion to the proſperity of the whole. 
Again, ſurely Mafters and Miſireſſes of 
Schools, of Charity Schools eſpecially, might 
find leiſure to attend with the /z//e ones com- 
mitted to their truſt; for this end, chiefly, ſo 
committed; that they might receive from 
them a Chriſtian education, and be early 
trained up under a ſenſe of religion- and 
virtue; which, if any thing, a due attend- 
ance upon the daily devotions has a direct 
tendency to promote.—Surely, perſons of 
29 worldly employments, or of ſuch as ad- 
mit of frequent intervals from them ;— 
ſurely, perſons in a manner paſt their la- 
bour, might find leiſure for this attendance. 
Nay,, conſidering the ſhortneſs of the time 
(little more than Hat, an hour) uſually taken 
up in the celebration either of the Morning 
or Evening Service, upon the week-days, one 
would think there ſhould be but few in- 
ſtances, even amongſt the moſt buſy part 
of mankind, where a hindrance to buſineſs 
will deſerve to be admitted as a juſtifiable 
reaſon for a general or a frequent abſence. 
Thoſe that make aconſcience (and, bleſſed 
be God, ſome few there are) of giving at- 
tendance, do not find it, I dare ſay, a hin- 
drance to their worldly buſineſs; with them, 
Bufineſs goes on more cheerfully, and in all 
probability more ſucceſsfully, for it; a ſuc- 
ceſs which repays them amply for the ex- 


pence of their time in the public ſervice of 
God: 
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God: which being ſo laid out, in acknow- 
ledgment of their daily dependence upon 
Him, cannot but recommend them to his 
protection and providence. 

And as there are opportunities of giving 
this attendance at different hours, and at 
different places; ſome more ſuitable than 
others to different perſons, according to 
the difference of their employments ; leſs, 
much leſs, is to be ſaid in excuſe for the 
notorious neglect of them amongſt us. 

It is, I think, on all hands agreed, that 
public devotions, though they are by no 
means to ſuperſede, are yet to be preterred 
to private, in caſe of any interference be- 
tween them ; more eſpecially where the 
former may be had with equal convenience 
with the latter. And there are, among many 
others, the following good reaſons for it :— 
As greater advantage, both to communities 
and to particular men, are to be expected from 
the former—as the benefit of them is reci- 
procal to the whole congregation—as God 
has promiſed to be more eſpecially preſent 
at them, and in a more plentiful manner to 
beſtow his bleſſing upon them—as greater 
emulation is promoted, and greater honour 
done to his name by the example of them, 
than can be done by the latter. | 

And here it deſerves our notice, that the 
devout Jews, when deprived of an opportu- 
nity of attending upon the public ſervice, 
took care nevertheleſs to pay their regard 
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to it, by conſtantly making the fated hour 
for it the ſtated hour for their private pray- 
ers: as if, by ſo doing, they meant to unite 
the private prayers of the cloſet with the 
public prayers of the Temple. 

Indeed, as to perſons who ſeldom or never 
come to the public ſervice upon the Lord's 
day, it would be matter of ſurprize to ſee 
them at it on other days. And is it not 
alſo matter of ſurprize, that conſtant fre- 
quenters of it on that day, ſhould hardly 
ever appear at it on any other day? They 
will not ſurely ſay, they have no leiſure in 
a whole week, in a month, in a year, nay, 
in their whole lives, for it. Men of as great 
buſineſs as they, find this leiſure: and there- 
fore buſineſs, though ſometimes a neceſſary, 
and always then a juſtifiable excuſe, can 
never yet be pleaded in juſtification of a 
general, much leſs of a total neglect. And 
of ſuch we daily meet with numberleſs in- 
ſtances in great and populous cities; inſo- 
much that, to our reproach, we ſuffer country 
pariſhes to ſet, inſtead of receiving from us, 
examples of a better attendance than we 
give.—In market and other populous towns, 
ſuch a congregation is uſually to be met 
with, 7wo days of the week at leaſt, as bears 


ſome proportion to the number of inhabi- 


tants: but this, I am afraid, is not the caſe 
in great cities, even though a particular 
ſervice (the Litany) be expreſsly appointed 
to be uſed upon them. 


To 
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To what end, do we imagine, has our. 
Church enjoined a ſervice for every day, 
throughout the year; or wherefore has ſhe 
made ſome of thoſe days ſolemn Fa, and 
ſome of them folemn Feaſts, but out of a 
truly primitive zeal, to preſerve an habitual 
ſenſe of religion upon the minds of her peo- 
ple? And yet her people attend it no more 
upon holy, than upon ordinary or common 
days; fo that all diſtinction of days, as to 
any religious obſervance of them, is in a 
manner ceaſcd from amongſt us, except it 
be the Lord's day. — And rally to this, ſo 
little is the regard paid, eſpecially by per- 
ſons of the higheſt and of the loweſt rank, 
that I could hardly prevail with myſelf to 
make 7t an EXCEPTION to my general com- 
plaint. 

Much leſs. can I hope that any confidars; 
tions made ule of, to inforce an attendance 
upon the daily Service, will avail with men 
remarkable for. an habitual profanation and 
abuſe of the Chriſtian Sabbath, 

My utmolt aim at preſent is to contribute 
towards reviving a more general and con= 
ſtant attendance upon it, by good and ſerious 
perſons ; by perſons maintaining the public 
profeſſion of their religion upon the Lord's 
day, but yet conſtantly withdrawing them- 


ſelves from it on the week-days. 


And to ſuch perſons, as having, it may 


be preſumed, from their regard for the Chriſ- 


tian Sabbath, a regard for the honour of 
B 5 God, 
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God, I beg leave to recommend a ſerious 
peruſal of the following Es88ay upon the 
DAILY SERVICE, wherein they may expect 
to meet, beſides occaſional matter, 


I. With ſeveral weighty reaſons for a con- 
ſtant attendance upon it. 

II. With reaſons, nevertheleſs, in certain 
caſes and circumſtances, for diſpenſing 
with this attendance. 75 + 

HI. With an account of advantages and 
good effects , ariſing from it, where 
given. „ J. | 

IV. With an anſwer to the pleas, pre- 
tences, and excuſes of men, for not 
giving it. 4.4.3 

I. And in order to induce good and ſe- 
rious Chriſtians to give their attendance, let 
them reflect with me upon the following 
reaſons for 1t.- 

1. What a demonſtration would it be to 
the world of a public ſpirit of devotion ſub- 
fiſting among us! even ſuch a ſpirit, as 
might jut intitle this nation to the glo- 
rious character which God promiſes to be- 
ftow (Exod. xix. 6.) upon his own peculiar 
people that hey /hould be unto him an holy 
nation, a kingdom of prieſts. 

2. That as it is their duty to do every 
thing to his glory; can they do any thing 
more conduciye to it, than by a daily pub- 
lic worſhip of Him? 

3- That 
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3. That as it is their duty to let heir light 
Hine before men, can it any where ſhine more 
ad vantageoully, than in the daily aſſemblies 
of his ſaints ? 

4. That ag devotion is to the ſoul what 
food is to the body; by means of this at- 
tendance, it would in time become as habi- 
tual for a pariſb to partake of the daily ſer- 
vice for the nurture and nouriſhment of their 
ſouls, as it is for every Family in it, at ſtated 
times, to partake of food for the daily ſuſ- 
tenance and refreſhmeat of their bodies. 

5. That diſuſe of public prayer (not leſs 
than of private) begets difinclination ; and 
difinclination, at laſt, will end in averſion 
TO It. 

6. That a conſtant attendance keeps up 
our acquaintance with our Liturgy; and 
(from the Leſſons, Epiſtles and Goſpels read) 
with the Rule of our faith and practice; 
thereby preſerving a conan, ſenſe of reli- 
gion and virtue upon our minds. 

7. Thar it ſerves as a daily check to the 
manifold temptations of the world ; to which 
they that converſe with it, without ever con- 
verſing by prayer with God, will of courſe 
fall a ſacrifice. 

8. That it ſerves as a //eek's Preparation 
of us, for the more ſolemn diſcharge of the 
duties of the Lord's day. | | 
That it tends to remove a popular 
obſection of Papiſts againſt us; who are very 
apt to urge, That whilſt we pretend to be re- 
| | 6B 6 | formed 
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formed from the errors of their church, we 
ſuffer ourſelves, in point of public worſhip, 
to be far more remiſs than they. An ob- 
jection, that can no other way be ſo effec- 
tually anſwered, as by a more general and 
conſtant attendance upon the daily ſervice. 

And as the want of a Congregation 1s the 
only juſtifiable, ſo is it the only true reaſon, 
why we do not every where meet with a daily 
celebration of it in our parochial churches ; 
in ſome of which it would be extremely dif- 
ficult, if not impracticable, eſpecially in 
country-villages, to comply with her Order 
for it; and therefore to them, we conclude 
it was not intended to be given. 

However, God be thanked, a due regard 
is ſtill had to it in many places amongſt us; 
at leaſt /o far, that in them an opportunity 
is ſtill given of a daily attendance upon it 
as in ſeveral churches in cities and towns— 
in our Cy/leges—in our Cathedrals—in our 
Biſhops palaces—and at the Courts of our 
Princes. 

And greatly is it to be wiſhed, that the 
fame regard was likewiſe ſtill had to it, in 
the houſes of our Nobility. - Many of them 
were once religious houſes; diſtinguiſhed, as 
for hoſpitality, ſo for piety, and for the ce- 
lebration of the daily ſervice in them. 
And it is the more to be wiſhed, on ac- 
count of the great increaſe of the number 
of great mens* ſervants; who many times 
have no opportunity for public worſhip 5 

| the 
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the week - days, if upon the Lord's day; but 


what they meet with in their ma/ters* houſes; 


in which, if Common Prayer be not daily per- 
formed, (to perform which was the firſt in- 
tent of domeſtic Chaplains) and a due attend- 
ance upon it required, great immorality and 
licentiouſneſs, as well as great unfaithfulneſs, 
will in all probability be the conſequence, 
with reſpect to ſuch ſervants. As for me 
and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord—was 
the pious reſolution of Joſhua, before all the 
people: not content with ſerving him him- 
ſelf, he took care that his /everal dependents 
ſhould ſerve him too. 
Not unlike this was the inſtance which 


this nation once knew, in that Pattern of 


Religion to all Chriſtian Princes e royal 
Martyr—of whom the noble Hiſtorian gives, 
the following character: That he was very 
punctual and regular in his devotions—that 
he Twas never known to enter upon bis recrea= 
tions or ſports, though never ſo early in the 
morning, before he had been at public Pray- 


ers: ſo that on hunting-days his Chaplains 


(and I ſuppoſe his Nob/es too) were bound to 
a very early attendance, 

And though inſtances of a like pious zeal 
for the daily ſervice of our Church, are not, 
it is to be feared, at this day, very common 
amongſt us, in perſons of the firſt ſtation 
and rank; yet, bleſſed be God, we are not 


without ſome eminent examples of great and 


good, great becaule good, men amongſt them, 
remarkable 
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remarkable for their conſtant attendance on 
the daily devotions, and for requiring the 
like attendance upon them from all their 
domeſtics. 

But to return from this digreſſion, to fur- 
ther reaſons for this attendance. 

10. And here again, let good and ſerious 
Chriſtians aſk themſelves the queſtion, ſince 
the public worſhip 1s, and very properly, 
called—a Seruice—why the ſervice paid to 
God, is not to be as conſtant as the ſervice 
paid to men? eſpecially as that ſervice is, 
what no ſervices of men can pretend to be, 
perfect freedom? 

11. That ſince they profeſs themſelves 
members of the Church, and by ſo profeſſing 
themſelves, own their obligation to obey all 
her juſt and reaſonable commands, one of 
which is her appointment of a ſervice for 
every day throughout the year; can they 
imagine that they anſwer her expectations 
herein, by attending no oftener, if ſo often, 
upon it, as one day in ſeven; and perhaps 
but one par! of that one day in ſeven? as if 
the Evening and Morning ſervice were not 
equally parts of the daily ſervice, as the 
evening and the morning are equally parts 
of the ſame day. 

12. That as this order of the Church 1s 
likewiſe enforced by the authority of the 
State; can they ſhew a diſregard to the one, 
without ſhewing at the ſame time a diſre- 


| yard to the other? or can they be an 
ons 
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ſons of the one, without being difobedient 
ſubjects of the other ? 

13. That as our bleſſed Lord, by his at- 
tendance upon the daily Jewiſh Tervies, ſet 
his diſciples an example of daily public wor- 
ſhip ; and by virtue of this ſingle petition in 
the prayer compoſed by him for their joint 
uſe—Give us THIS DAY our daily bread— 
has directed them to a daily uſe, the uſe our 
Church makes of it, in the congregation ; 
can any thing be more becoming them, than 
a compliance with his directions, or their 
1 his ſteps ? 

4. Nay, is not the /u4je matter of the 
daily ſervice, the very prayers and praiſes 
that compoſe it, a ſtrong argument for a 
daily attendance upon it; being ſuch, as 
every man, every day of his life (not rea- 
ſonably hindered) ought to join in? There 
are not more, there are not leſs reaſons, for 
his doing this to-day than there were yeſter- 
day, and will be again to-morrow.—Let 
men but carefully read the daily ſervice 
over, and they will ſoon be ſatisfied of the 
reaſonableneſs of what I ſay.— For, to take 
no notice of other parts of it, give me leave 
to aſk, Is there any thing in the daily Con- 


fefſion—in our Lord's Prayer—1n the Creed 
in the daily Prayers for Peace, Protection and 
 Grace—in the Prayers for the King and Royal 
Family-—(daily proofs, by the way, of the 
loyalty of the Church of England)—in the 
Prayer for Clergy and People—tor all * 
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of men—in the general Thank/prving—in the 
Prayer of St. Chry/o/tom—or in the apo/tolical 
Bleſſing—but what may and ought, with equal 
propriety and reaſon, to be uſed by them 
upon all, as upon any one day of their lives? 

15. Eſpecially as by means of a due at- 
tendance upon the daily ſervice, provided it 


be /ancere, their ſouls are kept in an Habitual 


readineſs to receive their ſummons, when=- 
ever ſent to call them out of their bodies, 
to join with Saints and Angels in the wor- 
ſhip of God, in his immediate preſence. 
And in truth, I know not in what other 
light we can ſet the daily ſervice, ſo likely 
to recommend it to the daily uſe of the pious 
and devout Chriſtian, as by thus repreſent- 
ing it to be, what in fact it is, a daily pre- 
paration of him for that ſervice in heaven, 
which when once begun, ſhall never have an 
end; when thoſe hours which the ſcripture 
calls hours of prayer—hours which we are 


too apt to think long, ſhall be lengthened, 
not into days, or months, or years, but into 


endleſs ages of devotion. 

Then private prayer and private praiſes, 
(which ſome men, otherwiſe very good men, 
may content themſelves with here, to the 
neglect of the daily ſervice) ſhall be no 
more; but all ſhall be pu4/;c—one univerſal 
chorus. 

And can devotions be too ſrequent, that 
are to prepare them for perpetual worſhip ? 


Shall they not, the more they habituate 


themſelves 
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themſelves to the one, be the better fitted 
for the other? This is the end and this the 
effect of habit and uſe in other caſes; why 
not then in the caſe before us? Shall not 
thoſe praiſes be, at leaſt daily now, that are 
to continue hereafter, even till days, and 
years, and time itſel! ſhall ceaſe! When the 
adoration of glorified creatures, celebrating 
the glories of their eternal Creator, Redeemer 
and Sanctifier, ſhall be as endleſs as infinite 
duration ; that is to ſay, as endleſs as their 
own exiſtence? 

Who would not ſpare an hour or two every 
day of his life, to be ſpent, to be religiouſly 
and devoutly ſpent by him, in the daily ſer- 
vice of the church; when he conſiders that 
the religious and devout uſe of it qualifies 
him to join with Angels and Archangels, 
even with all the company of heaven, in 
lauding and magnifying the name of God ?— 
not as now, once a month, once a week, or 
once a day—but in evermore praiſing him, 
and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
Hoſts ! 

Bleſſed God! enlarge the faculties of our 
ſouls, to fit them for their ſhare in the joy- 
ful harmony of theſe Hallelujahs in thy 
heavenly kingdom : to which nothing upon 
earth bears ſo near a reſemblance, as the ſo- 
lemn ſervices of devout Chriſtians uniting 
in the public worſhip. And the greater their 
number, and the more frequent the returns 
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of their worſhip, the nearer is this reſem- 
Llance. 

But alas! what ſimilitude, what propor- 
tion is there, between the hole Hoft of hea- 
ven, ſinging eternal praiſes to God, and an 
handful of men joining in our daily ſervice! 
Is there any foundation for a compariſon be- 
tween the numbers compoſing this celeſtial 

choir, and between a congregation, conſiſt- 
ing, it may be, of no more than two or three 
perſons? Or what returns of our public de- 
votions, leſs frequent than 77wwzice a day, can 
give them any fort of reſemblance to an 
endleſs worſhip ? 

16. Again; we profeſs to believe, che 
Communion of Saints —of the Saints on earth 
one with another, and with the Saints 1n 
heaven. But how ill is this communion 
kept up on our parts, whilſt we ſo ſeldom 
maintain it by public prayers and praiſes 
one with one another, and of courſe fo ſel- 


dom with the Saints above? 


17. In a word, is it at all likely we ſhould 
be qualified for a continual worſhip, whilft 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be ſo deficient in a 
temporary one, which is to prepare us for it? 
No; there muſt be habits of public devotion 
confirmed in our ſouls; habits that muſt 
remain in, and go with them into the other 
world, or they never will be prepared for 
a joint=worſhip, inceſſantly to be performed 


here. 
For 


| 
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For what the Apoſtle fays of charity, is as 
true of pzety, that it never fails: the exerciſe 
of it by pious ſouls, tranſlated into heaven, 
is but a continuation of it, as exerciſed by 
them here upon earth, though exerciſed there 
to far greater degrees of perfection. 

The ſame Apoftle pronounces men bleſſed 
that die in the Lord; becauſe, ſays he, therr 
works ao follow them: or, as the words may 
rather be rendered, do accompany them; that 
is to ſay, becauſe the habits of picty and 
charity, contracted by their fouls whillt in 
the body, are conveyed together with them 
into regions of happineſs ; both gra/ifying 
them for it, and conſtituling no ſmall part 
of it. So that, as another ſcripture ſaith, 
No man without holineſs (habitually eſta- 
bliſhed in him) Mall /-e the Lord. 

And are not all theſe arguments for the 


Frequency of our public devotions; that the 


frequency of them may produce acilily and 
perſeverance in them; and the ri of our 


heavenly Father may be done by us on carth, 


with that unanimity, readineſs and cheerful- 
neſs, with which it is done by his Angels in 
heaven, uniting in the adoration of him. 
18. As the ſervices we pay to God are 
always the more acceptable to him, when they 
are voluntary; an attendance on the daily 
ſervice mult, on that account, in a particu- 
lar manner recommend us to his favour. 
For though a proviſion is made by our 
Church for a daily public worſhip, to give 
a 
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all its members an opportunity of joining 
daily in it; yet I know of no penalty there 
is upon perſons neglecting it upon the week- 
days : whereas the laws have provided one 
to be inflicted upon the neglecters of it on 
the Lord's day. Where, then, men join 
conſtantly in this ſervice upon the week- 
days, they may well be preſumed to do it, 
not by conſtraint, but willingly; they may 
well be preſumed to do it purely out of a 
ſenſe of religion: not for oſtentation, not 
through fear of the law ; much leſs, in theſe 
times, in compliance with faſhion or gene- 
ral cuſtom. 

And as no kind of coercion is uſed, either 
by church or ſtate, to enforce an attendance 
on the daily worſhip, it is readily confeſſed, 
that after all perſuaſion and intreaty con- 
cerning it, and after all the reaſons and mo- 
tives that have been offered for it, the mat- 
ter muſt, in the ultimate reſort, be left to 
the con/ciences of men, to their own reaſon 
and diſcretion, as beſt judges of the neceſſity 
of their avocations from it. 

Nevertheleſs, conſidering the general neg- 
lect of it, by all ſorts of men amongſt us, it 
is high time their conſciences. ſhould be 
awakened ; it is high time to put them in 
mind of a duty, of which they appear to be 
ſo inſufferably unmindful. 

Many duties, I am perſuaded, are omitted; 
not with yellled intention to omit them, but 
tor want of mens' knowing, that 1 is, for want 


: of 
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of their looking upon them as duties, and for 
want of being duly told of them as ſuch. 
And perhaps, in nothing are the words of 
our Church in her daily Confeſſion more 
true, than with reſpect to the neglect of her 
daily ſervice—hHe have lit undone thoſe 
. which we ought to have done. 
ere places of public re/or! for recreations 

and amn/ements to be no more frequented, 
than the houſe of God 1s, on the week-days, 
(not to ſay, on the Lord's day) the proprie- 
tors of ſuch places would ſoon find them- 
ſelves obliged to ſhut them up; as too many 
of our churches remain for no other reaſon 
ſhut, but becauſe, when open for the daily 
ſervice, none, or ſo few, will give their at- 
tendance upon 1t. | 

But this matter, it has been confeſſed, 


muſt finally be left to the conſciences of 


men. Accordingly to mens conſciences I 


refer it: And I am glad to have it ſo refer- 


red; ſince then it may be hoped, that ſe- 
rious and well-meaning perſons (the per- 
ſons to whom I write) will make a matter 
of conſcience of it. To them I preſume to 
offer but one caution upon it, as ſo referred; 
that is to ſay, that, as a matter of conſcience, 
they would take a ſcrupulous care not to be 
400 indulgent in excuſing themſelves from 
coming. Their common excuſe, I am aware, 
will be, That % hinders them. But 
too indulgent ſurely they are to themſelves, 
if they mean, that this ſhould be taken as an 

| excuſe 
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excuſe for a total or for a general abſence. 
For it is not to be imagined, they are at all 
times ſo engaged in neceſſary buſineſs, as 
to be deprived by it of all leiſure to come.— 
They can find leiſure for amu/ements ; they 
can find it for diverſions, even at the known 
hours of daily prayer; and can be at much 
greater pains and ſrouble to be preſent at the 
one, than is required to partake of the other. 
| It muſt be concluded then, that they might 
1 find leiſure alſo for an attendance upon the 
| daily devotions. They can be at Coffee- 
houſes, at Taverns, at Aſſemblies ; they can 
and do pay and receive V%ts one from ano- 
ther, at theſe very times. Conſequently, 
worldly buſineſs does not always prevent 
them; ſince, if it did, it would as neceſſa- 
rily prevent them from giving attendance N 
upon their amuſements and pleaſures, as | 
upon the daily prayers. | 
But here I expect it will at leaſt be whiſ- 
pered among you What! are we to be al- 
lowed no time for amuſements? but muſt | 
1 all the little leiſure we have from neceſſary 
worldly bufineſs, be laid out upon the ſer- 
vice of the Church? BB 
Miſtake me not, I am not ſo rigid; nei= *' “ 
ther am I ſo refined. There'is, I am per- 
ſuaded, if not to all, to mot men, leiſure 
time enough for both theſe. And I am con- 
tent that a much greater part of it ſhould be 
employed in innocent amuſements and re- 
freſhments, than in the ſervice of God. 
Though 
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Though this J muſt add, that the little part 


of it which men ſpend, provided it be de- 


voutly ſpent, in his ſervice, will make their 
amuſements and refreſhments a more ſincere 
pleaſure unto them, than if the whole of it 
had been ſpent in hem. 

It may ſometimes happen, that an attend- 
ance upon the daily devotions cannot be 
given, without ſome 7nconvenrence to us: 
what does our attendance in ſuch caſe argue, 
but a ſenſe of our obligation, and a pious 
reſolution in us, that a m matter ſhall not 
prevent our diſcharge of it? 


II. And yet after all, there may be /uffi- 
cient reaſons for diſpenſing, in certain caſes 
and circumſtances, with this attendance. _. 

And therefore I do not mean, by any thing 


advanced throughout this Eſay, to inſiſt, 


that perſons, whole daily ſubſiſtence depends 
upon their daily labour, are to neglect it, to 
make way for an attendance upon the daily 
devotions. Such men are ſerving God in 
ſerving themſelves and families, by a faith- 
ful diſcharge of the duties of a laborious life: 
with which diſcharge, a daily attendance 
upon public Prayer, or Preaching, muſt be 
often found Incompatible. — The Goſpel 
places a Religion in labour, whillt it teaches 
us to conſtrue ſervices done unto men, as 
done, through Chriſt, unto God. Nay, for 
the comfort and encouragement of the ho- 


weft Day-labourer, it has intitled him, thro' 
| the 


q 
'' 
[| 
1, 
| 
| 


— nä—— — — 


24 AN ESSAY ON THE DAILY SERVICE 


the ſame channel, to a reward of his labours, 


infinitely ſuperior to the hire for which he 
ſcrves. 

And as God indiſpenſably requires labour 
from men, eſpecially from men in lo ſta- 
tions; he cannot be ſuppoſed to expect any 
great portion of their time for public wor- 
thip, on thoſe days which he has appointed 
for daily labour. 

What time they can really ſpare, they will 
do well, if they have opportunity, ſo to em- 
ploy ; and /ome ſpare time, it may be ima- 
gined, many of them may have; at leaſt 
ſome part of the day, either before their 
daily work begins, or after it 1s over. 

It is obſervable, that whilſt Zacharias, the 
prieſt, was burning incenſe in the temple, at 
the time of Divine Service; the whole mul- 
titude of the people are faid to have been 
without, praying. Now in this multitude, 


there muſt be ſuppoſed many, who had 


worldly employments, profeſſions and trades ; 
many, whole whole livelihood depended upon 
their daily labour: and yet we there find, 
they gave their attendance on the Gy ſa 
crifice: which anſwering to our daily ſer- 
vice, by parity of reaſon, it may be argued, 
that the laborious poor among /? us, might 
alſo find leiſure, conſiſtently with their daily 
work, for an attendance upon the daily de- 
votions; and where they can find this lei- 
ſure, there they ought, it an opportunity 
offers, to make uſe of it, 

3 But 
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But yet, I do not preſs this as a matter 
of indi/penſizi; obligation, upon perſons 
doomed by Providence to carn their daily 
ſubſiſtence by the ſweat of their brows. If 
men in their ſituation and condition of life, 
fall not to commend themſelves, and the 
work of their hands, to the bleſſing of God, 
by private or family prayer, morning and 
evening, at home; and are conſtant at Di- 
vine Service on the Lord's day; the neceſ- 
ſary attendance which their worldly buſineſs 
on the week-days requires of them, will 
plead, in the ſight of God, and of all-rea- 
ſonable men, their excmprion at ſuch times 
from the public ſervice : where their attend- 
ance upon the one would be, as 1s here 


ſuppoſed, inconſiſtent with their attendance 


upon the other. 

The ſame allowance muſt be made to per- 
ſons employed day and night, it may be, in 
laborious manufat/ures;—to perſons bred up 
in huſbandry, and in country buſineſs, to them 
and to their ſervants; many of which are ſo 
far removed from the common place of pub- 
lic worſhip, that, ſuppoſing what 1s not to 
begranted, their worldly employments would 
at all times give them convenient leiſure to 
attend; yet their great diſtance from their 
pariſh churches muſt render it highly incon- 
venient: nay, it would neceſſarily take up 
too large a portion of their time in going 10 
and from, beſides attending at them. 

Again, 
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Again, if /ervants and apprentices, to 


whoſe daily labour their reſpective maſters 
have a right, ſhould, inſtead of /abouring, 
ſpend their time in attending upon theſe 
weekly devotions; their maſters, I appre- 
hend, would be juſtified in the ſight of God 
and men, for reſtraining them, if ſuch time 
could not be ſo ſpent without great detri- 
ment to their maſters* buſineſs : and eſpe- 
cially, if ſuch maſters, according to their 
duty, make uſe of family devotions for the 
benefit of theſe apprentices and ſervants, 
as well as of themſelves, and their wives 
and children. 

The Governors of the Church, as guardians 
of the eſtabliſhed Religion, would have been 
greatly to blame, had they not reached out 
to all its members opportunities of daily wor- 
ſhip. And yet it could never be their in- 
tention in ſo doing, to expect a daily attend- 
ance upon it, where it would be extremely 
inconvenient, if not impracticable, to give 
it. In ſuch caſe we are content, provided 
it be a general, an habitual, or even a fre- 
quent one; that 1s to ſay, an attendance 
oftener given than withheld. 

At the ſame time, I make this very fa- 


vourable conſtruction of the Order of the 


Church; there are, no doubt, examples of 
good and pious Chriſtians amongſt us, com- 
plying with the very /e/ter of it, day by day, 


| for a long courſe of years; where ſickneſs, 
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or ſome other urgent cauſe, has not pre- 
vented them. 

But as inſtances of this ſort, it is to be 
feared, are not very common, I ſhould ra- 
ther expect to find them amongſt the rer 


ſex; eſpecially as we have a ſcripture exam- 


ple of it in Anna the propheteſs, the daughter 
of Phanuel; of whom it is ſaid, (Luke 11. 36.) 
that ſhe departed not from the temple, but 


ſerved God night and day. 


Where obſerve, firſt, that a daily attend- 
ance upon the ſervice of the temple, is ex- 
preſsly ſaid to be a /-rving God: an obſer- 
vation much in favour of our Church's inſti- 
tution of a daily ſervice. Obſerve, ſecondly, 


the age of the perſon that gave this attend- 
ance: St. Luke calls it a great age; for ſhe 


was, it ſeems, abou! fourſcore and four years 


old; and yet notwithſtanding the greatneſs - 


of her age, or the infirmities of it, ſhe ſerved 
God in the temple night and day. Surely, 
perſons ready to catch at every little pre- 


' tence to hinder themſelves from coming to 


daily prayers, preſerving in their minds this 
remarkable inſtance of a conſtant frequenter 
of them, muſt be aſhamed of their idle and 
frivolous excuſes. Obſerve, thirdly, that 
the expreſſion eving God night and day 
implies nothing more than a conſtant at- 
tendance, at ſtated hours, upon the morning 
and evening worſhip. The ſame may be 
underſtood of parallel places of ſcripture, 
erte continual prayer: which being de- 

2 livered 
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livered in the form of. a command, make 
this attendance the duty of Chriſtians. 

With regard to perſons in eceſſitous cir— 
cumſtances, it muſt yet be obſerved, that 
the leſs leiſure they have for this attendance 
on the week-days, the more ought they to 
think themſelves obliged to give it on hat 
day, which God hath tet apart for the, pub- 
lic worthip of him, by all men indifferently 
and alike,— That ſince he has indulged them 
/ix days in ſeven tor their honeſt labour, he 
will moſt aſſuredly expect the /eventh, or 
one in ſeven, to be dedicated by them to his 
honour and ſervice. No encroachments 
upon that day will be allowed of, or con- 
nived at by him; it is a day of holy ref 
from all their worldly labours, to be em- 
ployed by them and all men, as far as they 
have opportunity and ability, in labours of 
love, in acts of mercy and charity to their 
neighbours, as well as in acts of piety and 
devotion to God. : 

And yet, who arc ſo apt to make encroach- 
ments upon the Lord's day, as men diſuſed 
to an attendance upon the dazly ſervice ; as 
worldly-minded men, employed in the bu- 
ſineſs of their worldly callings the whole 
week beſide? That, they firſt plead as a rea- 
ſonable excuſe for their non-attendance upon 
the daily ſervice, and then moſt unreaſonably 
plead it alſo as a pretext for their neglecting 
the ſervice of the Chriſtian Sabbath. They 
muſt have, they tell you, ſome recreation, 
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ſome refreſhment. Buſineſs will not let them 
have it on the week- days; and therefore 
they preſume God Almighty will excuſe 
them, if they take it upon his day; though 
to the neglect of his worſhip, and in con- 
tempt of his appointment of it. 

But now, though it may be thought highly 
reaſonable to Exempt the induſirions Poor 
from a conſtant attendance upon the daily 
ſervice, where ſuch attendance would inter- 


fere with their daily work: yet as to per- 


ſons of more leiſure; and in more opulent cir- 
cumſtances, there cannot be the ſame reaſon 
tor this indulgence. 

The daily ſervice, it may reaſonably be 
underſtood, was principally intended ſor 
the uſe of perſons bleſſed by God with /f- 


ficient leiſure ; many of them, perhaps, with 


an entire freedom from ſecular employ- 
ments; having their whole time at their 
own command, and little or no part of it 


taken up in the employments of the world: 


or bleſſed with ſuch an affluence of fortune, 
as puts them above the neceſſity of getting 
their daily bread by their daily labour. Gra- 
{tude to their great Benefactor, the Provi- 
dence of God, muſt prompt them to ſpend 
a good part of the leiſure he has given them, 
in his ſervice; in which alſo they find both 
their preſent and future account. 

And here I cannot but take occaſion to 
ſpeak of a pious and laudable practice of 


ſome, who, after they have obtained a rea- 
C4 ſonable 
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ſonable fortune, by the bleſſing of God upon 
their honeſt induſtry in trade, have, in the 
advance, or towards the cloſe, of life, e- 
tired ; not from the world, but yet from the 
hurry and buſineſs of it; to enjoy more op- 
portunity and leiſure for practifing be one 
ihing needful:; for religious exerciſes; for 
examining and proving their cn ſelves, ac- 
cording to the advice of the Apoſtle: after 
they have examined and proved, and ſcttled 
to their ſatisfaction, their worldly accounts, 
Ina word, for a more conſtant and uninter- 
rupted attendance upon the Service of the 
Church, on the week-Gays as well as on the 
Lord's day. An attendance which a mul- 
tiplicity of buſineſs will be exceedingly apt, 
as they muſt have found, to prevent. 

Indeed, a life thus retired is beſt fitted, 
as for other religious duties, ſo particularly 
for a daily attendance, where opportunity is 
given of attending daily, upon the public 
devotions.—Such an attendance, kow niuch 
ſoever to be wiſhed, is hardly to be expected 
from men of very great worldly bufineſs, 
and of great public employments. 

It is admitted, then, that hindrances will 
unavoidably happen, to men the beſt diſ- 
poſed to give a daily attendance upon the 
daily devotions ; eſpecially where the com- 
mon hour for them, as muſt be the caſe in 
pariſhes, is fixed and ſtated, and is and 
muſt be one and the ſame to all the inha- 


However, 


- — 


Þ 
A 
> 
7 


OF THE CHURCH OF. ENGLAND. 37 


However, men of families and fortunes 
(whoſe place of abode is uſually at ſome diſ- 
tance from the parochial place of worſhip) 
may caſily obviate this inconvenience, with 
reſpect to themſelves and families, by pro- 
viding for their uſe dome/tick Chapels, (as 
ſome of them to their honour have done, 
and all may do) for the celebration of the 
daily Service; at a /e7 hour, but yet to be 
varied by them as any urgent occaſion may 
require. 

Beſides theſe Chapels, bleſſed be God, 
there are alſo private houſes, in which good 
and pious perſons, true lovers of the Church 
of England, and of her daily Service, have 
it rezularly and duly performed, by their 
oh Miniſters, or by the miniſtration of 
fome other perſons in Holy Orders, every 
day of the week, for the uſe of themſelves 
and ſervants ; when deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of joining more publicly in it, either 
through infirmities of age, or by other un- 
avoidable impediments. 

And, in truth, this Service (which 1s one 
great excellency of it) is admirably con- 
trived, as well for private as for public uſe: 
and the more men accuſtom themſelves to 
the firſt of theſe uſes, the better qualified 
and diſpoſed will they be to make the laſt 
uſe of it. So far is an habitual acquaint- 
ance with it in the famzly or in the clo/et, 
from cauſing any diſlike to, or contempt 
of it in the congregation. 


C6 A Ser- 
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A Service always to be ſpoken of wh 
gratitude, by every member of the Church; 
as reaching out unto them opportunities of 


daily edifying and improving by it.—A 


Scrvice, always to be ſpoken of to the Ho- 
our of our Church; as a proviſion for the 
devotions of her people peculiar to her: in- 
aſmuch as daily public worſhip is no where, 
that I know of, kept up amongſt any of the 
various ſects of Diſſenters from her com- 
munion. 

In St. Matthery xvlii. 20. Chriſt hath ex- 
preſsly declared, that where wo or three are 
gathered together in his name, there is he in 


ebe midſi of them. Comfortable words, in- 


deed, to the daily frequenters of the daily 
Service words that carry with them a ſtrong 
motive to their perſeverance in this pious 
practice: words that ſupply the Minifters of 
the Goſpel (whoſe duty it is to attend con- 
tinually on this very thing) with a powerful 
reaſon againſt being quite diſheartened from 
all further celebration of the daily Service, 
by the non-attendance of ſo many of their 
people upon it. Words that are, both to 
paſtor and flock, a great argument for the 
continuance of the daily Service, though ſo 
ſmall is the number of the frequenters of 
it. In ſhort, words that carry with them 
a mighty encouragement to Chriſtians 2 


general, to aflemble themſelves together for 


daily worſhip, 


And 


Þ/ 


Þ/ 
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And yet, all theſe conſiderations admit- 
ted, ſtill they are words, that at the ſame 
time carry with them likewiſe a ſevere re- 
buke of all thoſe that zepgle# it. For the 
fair and natural inference from them is this; 
that, if where no more Zhan wo or three are 
gathered together for this worſhip, there, 
nevertheleſs, Chriſt is in the midſt of them; 
how much rather, where the numbers are 
far more conſiderable ?—Surely, ye do not 
ſo underſtand our bleſſed Lord, as if two 
or three of you were to be the repreſenta- 
tives of your whole pariſh !- 

The 7ime when this was ſpoken by our 
Saviour deſerves to be conſidered. It was 
before the Chriſtian Church was allied; 
when the number of Chriſtians was com— 
paratively ſmall, even ſo ſmall, that two 
or three might be ſuppoſed to bear /one 
proportion to the whole number. It was 
long before the Church was taken, as it now 
is, into the protection of the civil Magiſtraſe; 
and whole nations, this amopg many others, 
became Chriſtian. Now, therefore, the num-— 
her two or three, in any populous place, 
bears no proportion to the whole number 
ot inhabitants; in which there are often ſo 
many Hundreds, it may be ſo many bouſands. 
And yet, alas! little more than that num- 
ber, the number of two or three ſingle per- 
ſons, is all that, in a Chriftian, in a Proteſtant 
country, compoſes a Chriſtian Congrega- 

C5 | tion, 
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tion, upon a week-day, even in towns and 


cities full of inhabitants! A ſmaller num 
ber than may reaſonably be expected to join 


daily in private family devotion. Nay, I 
make no doubt, but that a greater number 
of Chriſtians aſſemble daily for Chriſtian 
worſhip, even in countries where Chriſti- 
anity, inſtead of being the religion of them, 
is but connived at, is at moſt but folerated ; 
nay, where it may be under perſecution from, 
inftead of enjoying the protection of, the 
Aale. 

This indifference towards the daily Ser- 
vice leads to other inſtances of neglect, par- 
ticularly that of Singing Children to Church 
for public Baptiſm. If parents lived at any 
diſtance from their pariſh church, or were 
the daily Service performed but rarely at it, 
there might be ſome ſhadow of excuſe for 
you; but ſurely perſons living where the 
Service is frequently, if not daily, perform- 
ed, muſt be utterly inexcuſable: and the 
more blame-worthy, becauſe hereby they 
ſet a very bad example to country pariſhes. 

Were Chriſtians once to become fre- 
quenters of the daily Service, few, I am 
perſuaded, would atk of us ſo ab/urd a thing, 
as is the miniſtration of public Bap in 

rivate houſes. It is very obſervable, that 
thoſe few who are conſtant frequenters of 
it, are moſt deſirous to bring their children 
to Church for Baptiſm. They that are e 
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dient to one of the Orders of the Church, 
will not be diſobedient to the other, 

The moſt likely way to recover men to 
a ſenſe of any duty is for the principal per- 
ſons in a pariſh firſt to ſet the example; 
and inferiors, always fond of imitating their 
betters, will be ready to follow it.— Thus, 
in time, an attendance upon the daily Ser- 
vice may become as much a faſhion and coſe 
tom as any other: and ſurely a more /audable 


one it would be, than moſt of the common 


cuſtoms and faſhions of the age are.— Here 
both maſter and /ervant may meet together, 
after they have diſcharged the duties of their 
reſpective relations in their worldly callings. 
Here the induſtrious trader, whom neceſ- 
ſary buſineſs might hinder from attending 
at any other part of the day, finds leiſure to 
attend at this; and before he meets his 
neighbours, at the uſual place for an hour's 
refreſhment in the evening, takes care firſt to - 
meet his God, and to retreth his ſoul with 
the ſervice of the ſanctuary. 

_ Here alſo the honeft day-labourer, though 
wearied with the toil and drudgery of his 
daily work, may be glad to attend: the. 
good man remembereth them no more, for 


joy that an opportunity is reached out to 


him, of lifting up his nands and bis heart 
to God, at this evening facrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving; at which the poor and 
diſtreſſed pour out their complai..ts, and 


new him of their trouble, addreſſing them- 
6 ſelves 
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ſelves to his compaſſion and mercy in the 
Prayer of the Church for all forts and con- 
ditions of men, Here, according to the com- 
mand of St. James, the afficked pray daily 
for a deliverance from their affliction, or for 
paticnce to ſupport them under it. Here 
the merry in heart ſing pſalms of thankſgiv- 
ing to God, the fountain of their cheerful- 
neſs and mirth.— Vea, according to the ad- 
vice of St. Paul, the word of God diwelleth 
plenteouſly in the whole congregation; pious 
men and pious women not chuling to retire 
to reſt, before they have recommended both 
ſoul and body to the divine protection, in 
the ſervice of the temple. 

Men that urge Ye in excuſe for their 
non-attendance at ſuch hours of the day as 
are uſually taken up in buſineſs, muſt not 
be allowed this excuſe at an hour when the 
buſineſs of the day is over, with great num- 


bers at leaſt of the working and trading part 
of them. 


III. I am now to mention, as was pro- 
poſed in the 7hird place, the advantages and 
good effefts (befides thoſe which have been 
already incidentally mentioned) ariſing from 
an attendauce on the daily Service. And 
ſurely very great ones are to be expected 
from it. The minds of men, of the com- 
mon people in particular, might thereby, 
through uſe and habit, be brought to a bet- 
ter ſcuſe of Religion, and to more ſerious 

diſpoſitions 
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diſpoſitions and thoughts, than at preſent 
too many of them ſeem to have. 

By accuſtoming themſelves to call upon the 
name of the Lord in the congregation, they 
would, by degrees, be brought to abſtain 
from that abominable cuſtom, which pre- 
vails ſo much amongſt the loweſt fort of 
the people, of profanely curſing and fevearing 
by that holy Name, almoſt with every breath. 
A wicked practice, which frequenters of the 
daily Service, amongſt the loweſt degrees of 
men, are ſeldom, if ever guilty of.— The 
very attendance upon it, if they attend with 
any degree of ſeriouſneſs, muſt be a check 
upon them, and a guard againſt 1t. 

Again, there are, I am afraid, too many 
inſtances of perſons caſually attending the 
public worſhip upon the Lord's day, but 
conſtantly neglecting 1t upon the week-days ; 
who by their deportment too plainly diſco- 
ver, they give nothing more than a bare at- 
tendance, nothing more than a Zodily pre- 
fence at it. They literally go to Church ; 
not as to a place of public worhip, but 
merely as to a place of pic reſort ; oſten- 
times, with Torrow I add, without ſo much 
as the apgeara: ce of worſhippers. 

Now one end of making this remark, 1s 
to introduce the following from it; that 
there are few, if any, to be met with, among 
perſons frequenting ihe public worſhip. upon 
the week-days, who are ſubject to this charge: 
by a daily attendance they have gained an 


habit 
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habit of being, what frequenters of the pub- 
lic worſhip ought always to be, /erious and | 
devout, as much at one time as at another ; 
always reſorting to the houſe of God, con- 
ſidered and reſpected by them as the houſe | 
of prayer. 

And when men reſort to it under this 
conſideration and reſpect, they will of courſe 
be upon their guard againſt inattention and 
abſence of thought ; they will of courſe look 
upon themſelves as /»tereted, and as having 
a ſhare in the public ſervice: and not be- 
have with the indifference of unconcerned 
ſpeFators, or with the indecency of profane 
libertines. 

Nay, I will venture one ſtep farther, and 
undertake to anſwer for it, that we ſhould 
ſoon perceive leſs lukewarmneſs, than we 
now do, in our congregations Ypon the Lord's 
day; in caſe the daily Service was more ge- 
3 nerally frequented than it is: fince the pre- 
fent frequenters of it, few in number, are, 

almoſtall to a man, very ſerious and devout. 
It was before obſerved, that a conſtant 
neglect of the public worſhip on the Lord's | 
day, would doubtleſs be attended with a 
conſtant neglect of it on the week-days.— 
And not unlikely is it, for a conſtant neg- 
le@ of it on the week- days, to introduce a 
proportionable neglect of it, even on the 
Lord's day; ſo natural is the tranſition from 
the breach of one duty to the breach of ano- 
ther; 
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ther; of a leſs to a greater, eſpecially when 
they are both of the ſame kind. 

Thus much at leaſt may be affirmed upon 
the authority of experience—that, generally 
ſpeaking, the moſt conſtant frequenters of 
the public worſhip on the week-days, are 
alſo the moſt conſtant frequenters of it, and 
of the Holy Communion, upon the Lord's day : 
they that can find leiſure for the former, 
will very ſeldom, if ever, want either leiſure 
or inclination for the latter, 

Amongſt the daily frequenters of the pub- 
lic worſhip, upon a principle of conſcience, 
and out of a ſenſe of duty, there are uſually 
more perſons of common honeſty than are to 
be found in conſtant and wilful neglecters 
of it. Theſe latter, in their intercourſe 
with the world, too often diſcover that they 
act upon no principle, but allow themſelves 
leave to make all advantages of the igno- 
rance, credulity, and neceſſity of their neigh- 
bours. 

Again; rare, if any, is the inſtance of a 


whoremonger, or of an adulterer, or of a com- 


mon drunkard, to be ſeen in a frequenter of 
the daily Service: the devout attendance 


upon it, is a great preſervative againſt theſe 


great and crying fins, in which men no 
ſooner indulge themſelves, but they are 
uſually obſerved to withdraw from our re- 
ligious aſſemblies. Indeed, there is good rea- 
fon for us to expect from devout frequenters 
of the daily worſhip, that as they live more 


godly, 
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godly, they will alſo live more /oberly and 
more iet t than other men. 

It has been before obſerved of frequenters 
of the daily Service, that, generally ſpcak- 
ing, they demean themſelves at Church with 
more decency, and with a greater ſenſe of 
piety, thah men accuſtomed to neglect the 
public Service, in caſe they at any time 
attend upon 1t. 

If the loweſt fort of the people in great 
towns and cities, were once accuſtomed to 
the religious practice of clofing the day with 
the Evening Service, at an hour after their 


daily work was done; as they would have 


leſs leiſure, io would they be leſs likely to 
waſte the remaining part of it at ale-houſes, 
or places of riot and expence: they would 
be more inclinable to return from Church to 
their ozn houſes: and, by the blefling of 
God, it might be a means of introducing 


family devotion there: —a ſervice which, 1 


am afraid, very few families make uſe- of, 
that live in an entire neglect of the daily 
Service of the Church. 

Another great advantage of ſuch oppor- 
tunities given to the lower ranks of the peo- 
ple of attending upon the pubic Service, 
after the buſineſs of the day is over, or be- 
fore it begins, would in all probability be 
this; it would keep them „caddy in their 
conformity and attachments to the e/tablifhed 
Church. Men are naturally biafled in favour 
of that to which they have long accuſtomed. 

» - themſelves; 
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themſelves; and if the daily Service, by 
means of a due attendance upon it, once be- 
comes familiar to them, they will not caſily be 

drawn off from it into /ch;/»: or enthuſiaſm. 
Upon theſe conſiderations, as well the pri- 
dence as the piety of the Church is conſpicu- 
ous, in appointing a daily Service. For in 
nothing are men more apt to run into delu- 
ſion, than in matters of Religion. That is 
every man's concern, and every man is na- 
turally addicted to it. Devotions of ſome 
ſort or other, however wild or enthuſiaſtic, 
the common people at leaſt, always have had, 
and always will have.—Even in times of the 
groſſeſt ignorance, there have been great, 
moſt probably the greateſt /rprr/titions.— 
And what is ſuperſtition, but Religion in 
exceſs, but Religion in a phrenſy? It was 
highly expedient, therefore, that daily op- 
portunities ſhould be provided them of join= 
ing in a Hund and rational worſhip, in a 
worſhip worthy of a reaſonable creature.— 
And ſuch, I will venture to ſay, is he 
Church of England Service; as better calcu- 
lated than any public form of worſhip in 
any national Church throughout Chriſten- 
dom, to guard the mind againſt en!byfriaſm 
on the one hand, and nde votion on the 

other. 

Bleſſed be God for the opportunities that 
are reached out in ſo many places of enjoy- 
115 the celebration of the daily Service; 
eſpecially the evening, at an hour when the 
laborious 
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laborious duties of the day may be preſumed 
to be at an end. 

And 1s it not greatly to be wiſhed, that 
there were more, many more of theſe oppor- 
tunities, than there yet are; and that they 
were to be had at churches ſituated at conve- 
ment diſtances one from another; that an at- 
tendance might be paid with leſs inconve- 
nience to their reſpective inhabitants, and 
to perſons of neighbouring pariſhes ?—I am 
apt to think, that had this been the caſe, there 
had been much leſs likelihood or danger of 
ſeeing the inferior ſort of our people ſeduced 
into Tabernacles and Conventicles. 

The Act for building Fifty new Churches 
in and about the Metropolis, was a glorious 
Act, greatly to the honour of God, and. 
greatly to the honour of the 7imes in which 
it paſſed. And had the pious intention of 
it been completed, the opportunities of 
giving attendance upon the daily Service 
muſt, in all probability, have been greatly 
increaſed by it. 

Theſe are ſuch conſiderations in favour 
of the daily public worſhip, and ſuch argu- 
ments and proofs of the good effects ariſing 
and to be expected from it, as will, I truſt, 
by the bleffing of God, have their due in- 
fluence in reſtoring a more general- and. 
conſtant attendance upon it. 


I have now only to add, 
IV. 
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IV. (the fourth thing propoſed) A reply. / 
to ſuch reaſons, pleas and 9 (beſides 


the general one, of byfine/s) as may, not- 
withſtanding all that has been ſaid, weigh 
with ſome nien to withhold their attendance 


from it. 
And firſt, one enten may be, not becauſe 


they are hindered from giving this attend- 
ance by buſineſs; but for fear it ſhould be 


an hindrance 70 buſineſs: that is, for fear 
they ſhould be looked upon by the men of 
the world, as perſons having little or no 


buſineſs in it; fince they have time enough. 


upon their hands to ſpare /ome, though it be 
but a very ſmall part of it, for the daily 
Service : and rather than incur this ſuſpi- 
cion, they chuſe to ſtay totally away from 
it; though the very time which they might 
employ 1n that ſervice, it may be, they are 


ſo far from ſpending in the proſecution of 


any b4/ineſs, that they are throwing it away 
in perfect zdleneſs. 

Now it is plain from theſe mens” way of 
reaſoning, and from the whole tenor of their 
excuſe, that they had much rather paſs in 
the world for men of great worldly buſineſs 
in it, than for men conſtant and regular at 
the daily Devot ions. — Sure I am, there is 
great i mindedneſs at the bottom of it. 
And yet ſurely, there is but very little weight 
in it, even as a worldly plea. For 1 ſhould 
imagine, that this attendance, inſtead of im- 


plying a want of bulinels, ſhould, among 
ſe rious 
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ſerious and good men, be a means of in- 
creaſing and promoting it; and, in the end, 
remove the conſtruction the plea i is calcu- 
lated to avoid. 

Regularity and pun@ruality in obſerving 
ſtated times of public devotion, would be 
likely to produce this concluſion in the 
minds of thoſe who took notice of it; that 
men thus punctual and regular in /piritua!, 
muſt be alike punctual and regular in their 


ſeculun concerns: that as they made a con- 


ſcience of thus paying their duty to God, 
they muſt be alike conſcientious in the dif 
charge of their duty to mex.—And never yet 
was it made an argument, even by the moſt 
irrcligious man alive, againſt employing his 
neighbour in any truſt; or againſt dealing 
with him in the buſineſs of his profeſſion 
or trade, that he had the character of a man 
of ſincere piety. Quite otherwiſe; it may 
be an help, but it never can he a neceſlary 
hindrance to him in his worldly affairs. 

This is the firſt part of my anſwer to the 
concluſion of theſe men, by which they in- 
fer, that they muſt paſs in the world for men 
of no worldly buſineſs, if they can find lei- 

ſure to attend upon the daily Devetions. 
By which anſwer, ] would by no means 
be underſtood to ſay, that neceſſary worldly 
buſineſs is at all times and at all adventures 
to be poſtponed or neglected, rather than 
men of profeſſions and trades ſhould at any 
time, or upon any occaſion, be wanting in 
their 
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their attendance upon the public week-day 
Devotions. So far am I from ſaying this, 
that I have ſaid rather the reverſe of it; 
namely, that neceſſary worldly buſineſs, 
where an attendance at the daily public 
Devotions would unavoidably hinder the 
proſecution of it, 1s to take place of them. 

Suppoſe a 1 was to be ſent for to 
a patient, juſt at the hour for daily prayers 
in his own pariſh; no man ſurely would 
ſay, that his attendance upon the /fick ought 
to be deferred, till he had firſt attended 
upon thoſe prayers. 

Neither can it be ſuppoſed to have been 
the intention of the Church, in providing a 
daily worſhip, to expect that eve ry member 
ſhould, every day of his life, give his at- 
tendance upon it. 

Nevertheleſs, this at leaſt J apprehend 
muſt be underſtood to be her intent and 
meaning; that noe of her members, Who have 
leiſure and opportunity of attending, ſhould 
allow themſelves commonly or conjlantly, much 
leſs every day of their lives, to neglect it.— 
'That which was intended for unde r/al uſe, 
muſt be made uſe of, by every individual 
man; by ſome more frequently than by 
others, according to the difference of their 
circumſtances and fituations in life: but yet 
is by none to be wholly and entirely neg- 
lected ; juſt as if there was no ſuch Order 
tor daily public prayer at all. 

Thus 
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Thus much might ſuffice by way of an- 
ſwer to the plea of ſuch men, as induſtriouſly 
avoid giving attendance on the daily Service; 
not ſo much becauſe it is an hindrance 79 
buſineſs, as becauſe it carries with it a ſuſ- 
picion of their wan? of buſineſs. 

This, I am perſuaded, oftentimes 1s the 
ſecret, though not the avowed reaſon, of 
the abſence of men of profeſſions and trades 
from the daily Service. 

And becauſe it is ſo, let me aſk theſe men, 
Why (think they) do hypocrites attend the 
public worſhip, but becauſe they find their 
worldly account in it? And if had men find 
their worldly account in it, how much ra- 
ther ſhall good and pious men, who attend 
upon a principle of ſincere piety ? The one 
make their worldly intereſt the end of their 
attendance; the other do not make ha. 
their end, but yet equally find their worldly 
account in attending. For whatever 1s the 
motive, the /e, as it regards any worldly 
advantage, muſt be much the ſame. 

Upon the whole, were it once the general 
practice of Chriſtians, ordinarily to frequent 
the daily Service; ſuch a practice would 
effectually deſtroy this wretched plea : inaſ- 
much as it is founded only on the preſent 
general dijuſe of the practice. And it would 
then as much affect a man's character, as a 
man of buſineſs, to be known to carry it on, 
to the entire neglect of the daily Devotions ; 


as by this way of reaſoning it is ſuppoſed to 
be 
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be affected by his daily attendance upon 
them. 

All trading people know full well, how 
much method contributes to the diſpatch of 
buſineſs; and how neceſſary it is, to have 
different ſtated times for different branches 
of it; that there may be no 7znterfering of 
one part or branch with another : but that 
the ſucceſſion of the whole may be regular, 
and without any material variation. 

And, whilſt they are thus adjuſting the 
different parts of the day for the different 
branches of their worldly buſineſs, how caſy 
is it for them at the ſame time to let a 
ſmall portion of it for a daily attendance 
upon the public worſhip, the ſtated time 
for which is ſo well known beforchand ! 

For though no one general hour, either 
for morning or evening prayer, is fixed by 
our Church (as was the caſe with the Jewiſh 
worſhip) but the particular time is left to 
the diſcretion of the Miniſter; yet that time 
once fixed and well known, one would ap- 
prehend, it ſhould be no very difficult matter, 
even for men in great buſineſs, ſo to adjuſt 
their buſineſs, as to be uſually, if not al- 
ways, at liberty to attend at the known and 
ſtated hour. 

And after ſuch a portion of time is ſet 
apart for the daily public Service, and they 
have accuſtomed themſelves ſo to employ 
it, they will' expect the returns of it with 


the ſame readineſs as they expect the rey 
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of the ſeveral other parts of the day, that 
are deſtined by them for this or that worldly 
butineſs, or for the common and neceſſary 
functions of life. 

And by taking this method of diſpoſing 
of the day, the buſineſs of one part of it 
will ſuffer no encroachments upon it by the 
buſineſs of another. —Nay, by this diviſion 
of their time, by habit and w/e they will 
ſoon have made an attendance upon the 
public worſhip eaſy and familiar to them ; 
inſomuch that at length they will eſteem 
that as much the buſineſs of the day, as they 
eſteem any part of their worldly concerns 
to be the buſineſs of it. 

There is, moreover, a peculiar merit in 
this appropriation of a ſtated time, and in 
thus obſerving a periodical return of daily 


public prayer; for it plainly ſhews-to God 


and the world, that his ſervants do not 
grudge him a certain part of every day of 
their lives; that they do not look upon the 
worſhip of him to be a duty that may be 
done by fits and farts, or at an fdle hour 
that hangs upon their hands, and when they 
may have nothing elſe to employ it in.— 
It would be paying no great regard to the 
Object of our worſhip, to ſpare him no other 
time for it, than ſuch as we are at a loſs 
how otherwiſe to ſpend. 


They, who, in excuſe for their abſence, 


ſay they have not /ei/ure to attend the daily 
Service, lay themſelves open to the follow- 


ing 
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ing charge ; that in their way of thinking 
and reaſoning, & tmes of leiſure, or times 1n 
which they have hing elſe to do, are the 
only, or at leaſt the moſt proper times for 
the daily worfhip of God: nay further, this 
excuſe ſeems to carry with it a ſort of inſi- 
nuation, that daily public devotion is the 
employment of the in49/cut and idle only; 
at leaſt of men that have nothin» elſe to do. 
Whereas, iwvtruth, there is no reaſon why 
men of a regular application to worldly bu- 
ſineſs, are not in every reſpect as proper to 
attend upon the daily Service, or why their 
attendance, a! proper intervals, is not as rea- 
ſonable as that of other men. 

Having gained the had of induſtry and 
attention by their application to r/dly bu- 
tinets, they will be more likely to exert theſe 
habits, whilſt giving their attendance upon 
the daily Devotions. They will be more 
likely, than indolent and idle men, to apply 
themſelves to them at ſtated times, with e- 
riouſneſs and attention, with life and vigour. 
—And where ſuch an application as this 
is not given, it is no wonder that 2 guod 
effefts ariſe from an attendance upon them, 
or that. 7ndevout men perceiving none, for- 
ſake them.—No reaſon is there for us to 
expect that men othſul in buſineſs, ſhould 
be fervent in prayer.—S0 that buſineſs, in 
this view of it, is rather a preparalion for, 
than an hindrance to the daily public Devo- 
tions. And if theſe men of buſineſs have 
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not leiſure to attend the daily Service; is 
it not their own fault, if they may find it, 
or if they may make it, by fixing. before- 
hand a certain portion of every day for that 
purpoſe? And if they do not, ſurely, as I 
have ſaid, there is little virtue in giving 
God that time, which they know not how 
otherwiſe to employ. 
i After all, I will with great readineſs ad- 
4 mit, that the ſituation and circumſtances of 
1 mens' worldly affairs may ſometimes be 
* ſuch, as may render it highly inconvenient, 
if not impracticable, for them to obſerve 
this ſtated rotation and method of public 
devotion: and where it is ſo, neither God 
nor men require it of us. 

But ſurely a few exceptions, ſuppoſed to 
be occaſioned by «unavoidable neceſſity, will 
not deſtroy the rule nor the reſolution which 
it becomes us to make for ourſelves in this 
matter: theſe may yet be purſued in the 
general courſe of our conduct, though not 
without all interruption—and more than 
that is not here contended for. 

In a word, all I aſk of my fellow-chriſ- 
tians concerning the point before us is this; 
that having once fixed a ſmall portion of 
every day for the public worſhip of God, 
they would thenceforward eſteem it as much 
appropriated to his Service, as they eſteem 
the other parts of the day appropriated to 
in their worldly buſineſs : and then it may be 
||| concluded, they will be pn and exact, 
Mt regular 
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regular and methodical, in the diſcharge 
of both. 

But perhaps it may be ſaid, That a daily 

« public worſhip is a purely n appoint- 
** ment, and that there is no divine command 
ce for it; and wherefore ſhould we be re- 
” quired to do more than God has required 
« us to do? He hath required the public 
«« worſhip of him only oe day in /e ,n, the 
% Chriftian Sabbath. A daily public wor- 
* ſhip therefore is a work of /upererogation, 
* a needleſs hurden impoſed upon the peo- 
«« ple of this nation.“ 

1. Now to this I anſwer, firſt, That ſup- 
poſing what is here objected were ſtri&ly 


A 


true, yet I ſee not how conſcientious men 


could hold themſelves at liberty to refuſe 
compliance with the commands of their 
Governors both in Church and State, re- 
quiring this daily public worſhip from them. 
It is ſurely, to ſay the leaſt of it, a /awfu! 
command : And does not our Religion re- 
quire us to obey the lawful commands of 


authority both in Church and State? 


2. I anſwer, ſecondly, That daily worſhip 
is certainly every Chriſtian's duty.— There 
are ſcripture paſſages abundantly ſufficient 
to prove this:, It therefore an opportunity 
is to be had of paying this worſhip in the 
public congregation, every good and pious 
Chriſtian will be glad to embrace it before 
private worſhip, if the hour for the one 
interferes with the hour for the other. 

D 2 Where 
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Where indced ſuch an opportunity is not 
to be met with, there daily private or family 
worthip will, no doubt, be accepted of God 
in its room and ſtcad. 

And 1 am apt to believe, that this objec- 
tion againſt the Service of the Church of 
England, becauſe of its being a daily Ser- 
dice, will never be made to it by any good 
and pious perſons, that daily accuſtom them- 
ſelves to private and family prayer; to be 
ſure not by thoſe, who in their private and 
family devotions make uſe of ſuch parts of 
the public Service as are fitted (as moſt of 
them admirably are) for tamily and private 
occaſions; according to the title of a very 
uſeful collection out of it, ſtiled, The Com- 
mon- Prayer Boo the beſt Companion in the 
Houſe and Cloſet, as well as in the Temple. 

. But I urge, thirdly, that with reſpect to 
daily prayer, the Church of England lays 
no greater ben upon her members, than 
the precepts of the Goſpel lay them under; 
which require daily devotion from every 
Chriſtian: and in general have appointed 
the. ſubject-matter of it; ſuch as prayers 
and praiſes, &c.—All then that the Church 
does in the caſe, is to furnith them with 2 
common form for this daily worſhip ; and 
with opportunities, as to time and place, 
of uniting in it. —And where can daily de- 
votion, required of every Chriſtian, be ſo 
acceptably offered up, as in places ſet apart 
tor the united exerciſe of it? 
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4. But fourthly, in anſwer to this objec- 
tion, we ſay further, that the public wor- 
thip preſcribed by our Church, is not more 
frequent than 1 , the Jewiſh or in the Chriſ- 
tian Church : 10t from the firſt founda- 
tion of 1t, yet 5 far back at leaſt as to the 
third * century, through all ſucceeding ages 
down to the preſent times: ſo that this 
practice in the Church of England is built 
upon both Jewiſh and Chriſtian Auliquiiy. 

And is not a daily public Service as be- 
coming us, as a daily public ſacrifice be- 
came, and was required of, the Jews? In a 
word, a daily worſhip is certainly required 
of every Chriſtian, and where there is Con=- 
venient opportunity of making it a j9/22 
one, no good reaſon can be given why it 
ſhould not be complied with. 

. But above all, fifthly and laſtly, the 
objection is founded upon a great miſtake, 
if they that make it imagine, that no other 
time was ever appointed by God for public 
worſhip but the Sabbath Day. It is true, 
both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Sabbath were 
appointed for this purpoſe, and, which 1s 
particularly to be noted, for this purpole 
only : that is, both were to be dedicated to 
the worſhip and ſervice of God; excluſive 
of all ordinary or common work, though 
incluſive of works of neceſſity and charity. 


# Vide Bingham's Antiquities, Vol. I. p. 642. f 7. fol. 
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And yet beſides this, there was @ daily 
Service; however with this difference, that 
only a part of every day was to be employed 
in it, whilſt the other parts remained for the 
diſcharge of worldly buſineſs. 

Now for this daily morning and evening 
Service amongſt the Jews, conliſting of daily 
facrifice and prayer, there is an expreſs com- 
mand of God, as may be learnt from Exod. 
xxix. 3%. and from Numb. xxviii. 4. 

In reference to which, are the hours of 
prayer, frequently mentioned in the New 
Teftament,—Hours religiouſly obſerved by 
the Apoſtles themſelves, and by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, beſides their more ſolemn 
obſervance of the Lord's day. 

Thus Peter and John arc faid to go up to 
the temple at the hour of prayer. And the 
converts to Chriſtianity, made by the preach- 
ing of the ſame St. Peter (Ads ii. 46.) are 
ſaid to have continued (together with the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples) daily and with one 
accord in the lemple; in order, no doubt, to 
partake of the ſervice of it. 

And here let me obſerve, that this is ſaid, 
not only of theſe converts, (who yet are re- 
preſented to be no leſs than three thouſand 
in number) but of all that believed. And 
in ſo great a number of believers, there muſt 
be many of ſuch occupations, profeſſions and 
trades, as required a daily attendance upon 
them; and yet this attendance was no hin- 


drance to their attendance upon the ſervice 
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of the temple; nor did they induſtriouſſy 
avoid giving it, for fear of being thought 


men of little or no worldly bufineſs. 


In the parabic of the importunate widow, 
avenged by the unjuſt judge of her adver- / 


ſary, (a parable ſaid to be ſpoken by our / & 


Lord for this end, to teach men that they 
ought a/ways to pray) the good ſervants of 
God are repreſented as crying day and night 
unto bim; where the words day and »iybt, 

anſwer the word always; and import a daily 
attendance at fated hours for prayei—1gree- 
able to what was obſerved before, concern- 
ing this and other ſimilar ſeripture expreſ- 
ſions; ſome of which being delivered in the 
form of a command, make, as was then re- 
marked, this daily attendance every Chriſ- 
tian's duly. 

And thus, I conceive, the objection againſt 
the Service of the Church of England, on 
account of its being a daily Service, and, as 
alledged, of merely human appointment, has 
been more than ſufficiently anſwered. 

In the very words of her Order for this 
Service, ſhe ſuppy/es that both Miniſter and 
People may be reaſonably hindered from giv- 
ing a daily attendance.—She has not told 
us, nor indeed, by reaſon of the variety of 
mens* conditions and circumſtances, was it 
poſſible ſhe ſhould tell us, a the hindrances 
that are to*be accounted reaſonable; it is 
plain ſhe admits the berag from home as one: 
and, I ſuppoſe, ſhe therefore admits it, be- 
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cauſe we are preſumed to be from home 
upon neceſſary buſineſs; or fo far from home, 
as to be out of the reach of attending. 
Ihis matter therefore muſt be left to the 

prety and prudence of every Chriſtian to de- 
termine for himſelf: and yet, as ſome di- 
rection to him, it may not be unuſeful to 
make a few obſervations more than have 
been already made, upon the Order, and 
upon the limitations of it. 

1. And firſt, as the Order 1s for a daily 
attendance throughout tne year, a 7/otal neg- 
leck muſt on all hands be allowed to be a fla- 
grant breach of it; ſuch, as nothing ſhort of 
neceſſity can ſuſhciently excuſe. 

2. Secondly, It is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that either Church or State would have re- 
quired a daily attendance, if it could be ſup=- 
poſed that all or any of her members would 
be always, would be Men reaſonably hin- 
dered from giving it. 

3. Thirdly, In virtue of this Order of the 
Church, confirmed by an Act of the State, 
for a daily public worſhip, every day through- 
out the year may be looked upon, in ſome 
degree, in her judgment, and by her ap- 
pointment, as holy ; though not in ſo ſtrict 
and ſolemn a manner as the Lord*s-day, and 
Faſt and Feaſt-days are. 

4. Fourthly, Were it to be ſuppoſed that 
reaſonable cauſes of abſence might be fre- 
quent, yet they muſt be ſo only at ſome times 
to one family or perſon, and at ſome times to 
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another; never ſo to all at once: and there- 
fore were it uſual for all that have leiſure to 
attend, there never would be wanting ſuch 
numbers as might well deſerve the name of 
a Congregation. 

. Fifthly, Though it is not to be ex- 
pected, that every perſon will give his at- 
tendance as conſtantly as he has opportunity 
and leiſure todo it; yet thus much is always 
to be preſumed, that in populous places, there 
always will be ſuch an attendance at leaſt 
given, as bears ſoine reajonable proportion to 
their numbers. 

And even this, I apprehend, will juſtly 


entitle the Service of the Church to be in 


fact what it was intended to be, a dazly Ser- 
vice. And ſuch an attendance cannot fail 
of being given, where men : good earneſt 
intend it: for where they do, it is hardly 
poſſible there ſhould be any thing like a 
total or a gencral non attendance. 

I leave theſe few obſervations upon the 
Order of the Church for a daily Service, to 
be ſeriouſly conſidered, and to be compared 
with my reader's own conduct and example 
in the matter; which, after all that has or 
can be ſaid upon it, muſt be finally left to 
the conſcience, and to the ſerious and cool 
reflections of every particular man to Judge 
for himſelf. 

Moſt ſurely daily public worſhip is a mat- 
ter of ſerious concern, eſpecially in theſe 
days of national dangers and troubles ; which 
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call for the daily united applications of a 
nation to God for a deliverance from them. 

The buſineſs of the day, if uſhered in by 
united ſupplications and prayers, will, 1t 
may reaſonably be expected, be carried on 
with greater alacrity and cheerfulneſs, and be 
crowned with greater proſperity and ſucceſs: 
Again, the buſineſs of the day thus happily 
concluded, we ſhall return in the evening 
with hearts full of complacency and grati- 
tude to the houſe of God, to commend our- 
ſelves and our families to his protection and 
mercy the enſuing night. 

I truſt experience has or will ſoon aſſure 
you that there is a wonderful- /atisfa#7on 
ariſing to the minds of feeble and dependent 
creatures, from reflecting upon this conſtant 
and regular diſcharge of our duty to our 
Creator, every morning and evening in the 
public congregation. 

And as frailties and infirmities are the lot 
_ even of the beſt of men, I know no better 
means of guarding ourſelves againſt them, 
than by this continual united application to 
the throne of grace, for the aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit in our conflicts with them. 

Indeed, unleſs men will lay it down as a 
ſettled rule to themſelves, not to omit their 
atrendance but upon ſome real, if not ſome 
urgent cauſe; ſuch as ſickneſs, or the like; 
they will be very apt to be abſent upon the 
ſlighteſt occaſions. —The leaſt hindrance 
will be yielded to, till, in time, they never 
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come at all. Interruptions, it is to be ex- 
pected, will ſometimes unavoidably happen: 
but the main point is, ſtil] to preſerve an 
habitual deſire, purpoſe, and will, to fre- 
quent the daily Service as often as it is rea- 
ſonably in our power, and nothing inter- 
venes but what may be poſtponed, in order 
to give us an opportunity of frequenting it. 

But if, inſtead of this habitual deſire and 
intention, to be conſtantly at the public de- 
votions, we caſily liſten to every unneceſſary 
avocation from them, we ſhall never want an 
excuſe to be abſent ; nay, we ſhall ſoon gain 
a habit of abſenting ourſelves, without being 
at the pains of making any excuſe for it ; 
yea, without thinking ourſelves at all ob- 
liged to make any.—1 appeal to perſons that 
in the former part of their lives have been 
generally preſent at theſe devotions ; but 
yet have gradually given way to every little 
interruption, ſuffering 1t to prevail ſtill 
more and more upon them, whether 7015 
repreſentation be not in truth their very caſe? 
Did they not ſome years ago attend, it may 
be, pretty conftantly ? has not this con- 
ftancy, by degrees, ſo far abated, till they 
are now as conſtantly abſent, as they were 
once conſtantly preſent ? 

Whereas, if under an habitual ſenſe of 
our duty to God, we have it always in our 
thoughts, and it 1s the ſettled refolution and 
intention of our wills, to embrace opportu- 
nities; we ſhall then guard againſt avoca- 
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tions, and induſtriouſly ſhun every tempta- 
tion from indolence, from converſation, from 
viſiting, or from other cauſes ariſing in our 
way to prevent our attendanee :—we ſhall 
then keep ourſelves di/engaged from ſuch 
amuſements and diverſions, as we foreſee 
may be likely to break in upon the ſtated 
hour for public devotions ; which, when it 
ts known to be our conſtant practice to fre- 
quent, we need not be at the pains of an 
apology for withdrawing from company ; 
either they will of their own accord leave 
us, or, which is rather to be wiſhed, influ- 
enced by our example, will accompany us 
in our attendance upon them. 

And as this attendance is to be conſtant 
and habitual throughout the year, fo ought 
it more efpecially to be ſuch at awful and 


ſolemn ſeaſons; as upon Saints days and other 


holy days, upon Wedne/days and Fridays, and 
upon days preceding the celebration of the 
bleſſed Sacrament : upon all which, it be- 
comes us to be more than ordinarily ſcru- 
pulous, not to be wanting in it. 

And, above all, it is our duty to give this 
attendance during the penitential ſeaſon of 
Leut; as for other obvious reaſons, ſo eſpe- 
cially for this, that we may be eye and ear- 
witneſſes of the public examination of our 
children; the children of the rich, as well. 
as of the poor, in the principles of their 
Religion. The preſence of the parent will 
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give countenance to the mini/-r, and add a 
folemnity and weight to his expoi:tions, and 
be a further guard upon the children to be- 
have with decency and ſeriouſneſs, as well 
whilſt under his examination, as wWhilit the 
daily Service 1s performing. One great 
cauſe of the neglect of which, no doubt, 
has been the great neglect of this catechetical 
inſtruction of the Chriſtian youth, preferibed 
by our Church; for what good effect is fooner 
or more reafonably to be expected from it, 
than a due attendance upon her daily Ser- 
vice; to worſhip God, lo give him thanks, 10 
call upon him, to honour his holy name and his 
word, and to ferue him iruly all the days of 
our lives? 

How much the ſaid inſtruction contri- 
butes to a rational uſe of her Service, may 
be concluded from the behaviour of ſuch 
perſons at it, as have had the benefit of a 
Chriſtian education 77 our Charity-Schools ; 
whoſe behaviour is that of reaſonable beings 
in the houſe of God. Which, by the way, 
is ſuch an argument in favour of the uſe- 
fulneſs of theſe Schools, as, with all good 
Chriſtians, will weigh more for them, than 
any thing that has hitherto been objected, 
will weigh againſt them. 

Whilſt I have been arguing for daily 
public prayer, and for a preference of it to 
private, no, one ſurely will conclude, that 
my meaning is, to depreciate the ſecret de- 
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votions of the cloſet. So far from it, that in 
good earneſt I recommend the conſtant and 
devout uſe of the one, as the beſt prepara- 
tive for the like uſe of the other. 

Indeed, men ſeem of their own accord 
aware of this, by making uſe of private 
prayer even at Church, previous to their 
uſe of the public devotions. But then, 
theſe private prayers are uſually put up in 
fo herd eſs and /lovenly a manner, that they 
ill deſerve the name of devout rjaculations. 

After all that has been ſaid upon the daily 
Service, it is not impoſſible- but that the 
whole may meet with as little attention from 
too miny t my readers, as that Service jit- 
ſelf docs; the one may be as little regarded, 
as the other is frequeniea. However, I ſhall 
have the ſatisfastion of having done what 
I conceived it became me to do. 

In thus earncſtly inviting you to worſhip 
the Lord in the beauty of holineſs; or, in 
the words of the Royal Pfalmiſt,* with an 
holy worſhip: Ic will in all reaſon be expected 
of habitual frequenters of the daily Service, 
that they habitually practiſe every other duty 
of a man and a Chriſtian : that they allow 
themſelves in no immoralities ; in no known 
or ſecret ſin, much leſs in a coftom or ha- 
bit of ſinning: for if they do, the principle 
which prompts them to give this attendance 
will never be admitted by God or man for 
a principle of piety, or to proceed from atry 
fenſe ef religion upon their minds. 
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Hitherto I have entirely addreſſed myfelf 
to my brethren of the Lazy. 

But have we not one word of exhortation 
to ourſelves, as Miniſters of the Church, and 
concerning our own attendance upon her 
daily Service ? 

I anſwer; Yes, verily we have: and God 
grant it may ever more appear by our ex- 
ample, that we duly teach and inſtruct our- 
ſelves in this common duty of Chriſtians, 
before we take upon us to require it of the 
people reſpectively committed to our charge. 

The long complaint herein made of their 
great neglect of it, is but too juſtly f unded 
upon the evidence of fat: and if we their 
Paſtirs ever expect to ſee the cauſe of this 
complaint, to any tolerable degree, removed, 
we muſt continue to ſet the pattern of a daily 
attendance of ourſelves and families, parti- 
cularly on Wedn?/aays and Fridays, and on 
Fafts and Feſtivals. 

Should it be our misfortune to be deſti- 
tute of an opportunity of doing this at our 
own Church, tor want of a conregalion there 
on ordinary days; may not ti2t want be 
caſily ſupplied to us from ſome neighbouring 
Church, where there are ſtated tunes of 
public worſhip? 

We, the parochial Clergy, cannot but know 
that the Church, of which we have the ho- 
nour to be Miniſters, has in an eſpecial man- 
ner made it our duty to celebrate, and con- 
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ſequently to join in the celebration of the 
week-day Service; with ſuch a conſtancy 
as amounts, at leaſt, to an ordinary and ba- 
bitual frequenting it. —For ſhould there be 
any amongſt us, ſeldom or never appearing 
at the daily morning and evening Service, 
but when they are to H as Miniſters to 
the congregation ; it would give an handle 
to the people to make reflections, which 
they would be very apt to lay hold of, to 
our diſadvantage, and as an excufe for their 
67071 non-attendance upan it. 

But where our non-attendance is general 
and habitual, and without juſt cauſe for it, 
our people will no more excuſe us, than we 
can ourſelves; though ſome of them may be 
ready to juſtify their owzn.neglect, by that, 
which yet is no real juſtification of them, 
our neglect of it. 

Upon'the whole: Since our Church has 


provided her Members with ſuch frequent, 


even with darly opportunities of joining in 
the public worſhip of God, and with an 
excellent form of prayer, adapted to all the 
occaſions of humble petitioners for Seren . 
ſpiritual and temporal; under a grateful 
fenſe of this national bleſſing, let us learn 
to pay all due honour and reverence to or 
boly Mother, for this inſtance and proof of 
her pious and affectionate concern for our 
eternal welfare. 


And 
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And let us take care to expreſs this ho- 
nour and reverence, by daring to defend 
her againſt the efforts of all her adverſartes, 
of whatever denomination or perſuaſion.— 
Let us pray daily, both in public and pri- 
vate, for the peace 5% our Je ruſalem, and for 
the proſperity of all that love her. Above 
all, let us take care to cxpreſs this henour 
and reverence for her, by a firict attention 
to her Rubrics, to that Rule and Order 
eſpecially, which requires a dai attendance 
upon the public worthip. 

Thus habituated to her devotions in her 
militant ſtate, we {hall be fitted and prepared 
to join with her in her /r:4mphant ſtate ; 
when our daily praycrs ſhall be turned into 
never-failing praiſes; when that which is 
now impoſed upon us, as our d, ſhall be 
nothing leſs than a perpetual delight to us. 

And indeed, when one confidcrs to what 
a degree of ſpiritual pleaſure, a devout foul 
here upon earth, even whilſt c/oa7bed with 
ich, is capable of being raiſed, by the ce- 
lebration of public (eſpecially of cathedral) 
- worſhip ; it is quite beyond our preſent 
reach to conceive the jay which an unem=- 
bodied ſpirit, or rather, which a ſoul in a 
ſpiritualized body, muſt have, when uniting 
with the choir of heaven in the adoration 
of God. When, with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the Company of Heaven, we bal ll 
laud and magnify bis holy Name; ſhall join 

in 


= oy - 2 "7" Py — « £1 en 
. — — 1 fs - : 
- —— — ——— — — — 
. 
, 


— 
—— 
ou 


66 AN ESSAY ON THE DAILY SERVICE, &c. 


in one general aſſembly of the Saints, in 
communion and fellowſhip one with ano- 
ther, to all eternity. 


To which holy Catholic Church, God of 
his infinite mercy bring us all, both prieſts 
and people, for the ſake of the meritorious 


interceſſion of our High Prieſt and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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